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This was one of the episodes of Modern Family I used to create my original content analysis. I 
also used screen captures to building this video.  
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In this interview, Steve Levitan, the co-creator of Modern Family talks about how the ideas for 
the show came to fruition. Levitan talks about the motivations for Modern Family giving 
examples of how he wanted the show to differ from the conventional family sitcom like 
Everybody Loves Raymond. While Raymond presented a “new” family dynamic at the time, 
Levitan and Lloyd wanted to push the envelope with their show and make it a true representation 
of an American family. With this in mind, Levitan talks about how he used his own family to 
model some of the characters. He also talked about how he wanted to have a gay couple even 
though it might not bode well for the longevity of the show. I want to use this interview for my 
piece as background information for the show in order to demonstrate that the different 
masculinities in Modern Family weren’t just a coincidence. I think talking about the creator’s 
motivations makes my argument more credible as I can support my claims with their actual 
thoughts.   
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In this interview, Christopher Lloyd, the co-creator of Modern Family talks about the casting 
process for the show. Lloyd talks about how they had certain actors in mind for different parts 
before even opening auditions. For example he talks about how Ed O’Neill was the front-runner 
for Jay Pritchett, the patriarch of the family, because of his “everyday manliness” that is mirrored 
in the show. This is important because it shows how the creators took the actor’s normal 
characteristics into consideration to have the most accurate portrayal in their show. Both Levitan 
and Lloyd wanted actors who could bring an authenticity to the table in order to make the show 
like a true documentary of modern family life. I will use what Lloyd said in this interview to 
reinforce my argument that each of the male characters in Modern Family is supposed to present 
a different type of masculinity. By using this interview, my claims will be more credible than if I 
had no information to support them. I can also apply another side to my argument that the 
masculinities in Modern Family are true to masculinities in society, which is seen by the intricate 
casting process to ensure that different types of males are represented. 
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I used this BuzzFeed video as a guide for my own video. The bulk of this video was made up of 
sequential live action footage, much like the recordings I captured of the television episodes. 
There was also a song underlying the entire video and a series of text guiding the video along, 
which I wanted to emulate in my own re-mediation project.   

	  


