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I wrote my essay, “Slipping into a new style: Multiple Masculinities in Modern Family” for my 

Communication Studies 101 course during the fall of my freshman year. We were asked to 

explore either a television show or a movie from an analytical perspective, focusing on the 

stereotypes of masculinity, femininity, African Americans, or citizenship. I am a religious viewer 

of Modern Family, so I chose to explore the various masculinities that are represented in this 

show. I argued that there is this ideal of what it means to be a hegemonic male- athletic, family 

provider, stoic –but that it is a concept that is becoming less of the end all be all. I analyzed how 

each of the predominant male characters in Modern Family shines a different light on what it 

means to be a man, or how they adhere to different types of manliness.  

The original essay was written for an academic class to be read by my GSI and professor, so 

naturally the tone is more formal than it is conversational. While I had an intriguing introduction 

idolizing Brett Favre as an ideal hegemonic man, my essay was organized into (much less 

interesting) analyses of each character. I used some readings from class and notes from the 

lectures to aid in my argument, but the bulk of the essay was content analysis from two episodes 

of the show. On the whole, this essay is a little dry at times, but there is a lot of good analysis 

and support for the claims I make. This essay is important because it is like a springboard for my 

repurposing assignment. All of the bones are there, and the nitty gritty details of the characters, 

so I can take the information I already have and transform it into something fresh and new. 

I want to take the information that I have right now and repurpose it into a more interesting 

piece. I think I could achieve a more conversational tone and make this essay into something a 

bigger audience would care about if I wrote it as a GQ Magazine article. GQ has an 

entertainment section, so I want to write this article with the motivation of dissecting the 

masculine roles presented in Modern Family. Seeing as this show is incredibly popular, I think 

an analysis of it would draw a lot of attention. I also think that my analysis would be something 

different that not many late-20/early-30 something males often think about. The readership 

demographics of GQ are important because it is a magazine geared towards the male audience, 

but it doesn’t just present a hegemonic view of men (like a Men’s Health) so they would be 

accepting of my argument that there are different types of masculinity. The majority of the 



readership also has a college education, so the material I present would actually be digested; it’s 

not like I am writing this piece for a tabloid magazine that any Tom, Dick, or Harry picks up at 

the grocery store. Overall, I think that the readers of GQ would be interested in this piece 

because I root my claims in examples from a popular television show and the readers will be able 

to see how masculinity is in fact transforming and broadening its definition.  

Essentially one of my main goals is to turn this essay into a fun read. I want it to be like a story 

people will see in the table of contents and flip to immediately. I want to strike a balance 

between informational and important, with a fun analysis of an Emmy award winning television 

show. And I want to make a meaningful argument about what it means to be a man.    

Random thoughts: 

• Piece will be set in 2011 before the show became more progressive (i.e. Cameron and 

Mitchell’s relationship) 

• I think I’m going to make an actual spread on adobe inDesign with pictures, possible 

infographics 
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Tang, D. (2013, Dec 11). Have Ads Reached Peak Manliness? GQ.com. Retrieved from 

  http://www.gq.com/entertainment/movies-and-tv/201312/commercials-manly-

 advertisements 

In his article “Have Ads Reached Peak Manliness?” which was posted under GQ.com’s 
entertainment section, Dennis Tang talks about how women are leveling the playing field in their 
search for gender equality and the repercussions this presents for the men of the world. Using a 
conversational tone, Tang talks about how men are shown as becoming more effeminate in 
present culture, but how advertisements are calling for men to be extremely masculine. Tang 
linked many commercials that present this hegemonic masculinity in his article and he made it 
sound like these ads should be what all men should strive to achieve. However, Tang then clears 
the air saying, “Problem is, this isn’t real manliness. It’s all a joke. And even if it attempts to hit 
at a deep-seated desire to attain some bygone image of masculinity, this brand of satire already 
concedes the point; the need to play it so tongue-in-cheek proves how passé these images already 
are. The old ways of manliness are fading away.” This is the same argument that I am trying to 
make in my piece, except in Modern Family it is presented in the different qualities of each of 
the male characters. I will use Tang’s piece as a guide not only because it was published in GQ, 
but also because his casual yet informational tone is how I want to write my piece in order to 
appeal to the male audience.   

Levitan, S. (2012, June 15). Archive of American Television. Retrieved from   

  http://www.emmytvlegends.org/interviews/people/steve-levitan# 

In this interview, Steve Levitan, the co-creator of Modern Family talks about how the ideas for 
the show came to fruition. Levitan talks about the motivations for Modern Family giving 
examples of how he wanted the show to differ from the conventional family sitcom like 
Everybody Loves Raymond. While Raymond presented a “new” family dynamic at the time, 
Levitan and Lloyd wanted to push the envelope with their show and make it a true representation 
of an American family. With this in mind, Levitan talks about how he used his own family to 
model some of the characters. He also talked about how he wanted to have a gay couple even 
though it might not bode well for the longevity of the show. I want to use this interview for my 
piece as background information for the show in order to demonstrate that the different 
masculinities in Modern Family weren’t just a coincidence. I think talking about the creator’s 
motivations makes my argument more credible as I can support my claims with their actual 



thoughts.   
	  

Lloyd, C. (2010, June 25). Archive of American Television. Retrieved from 

 http://www.emmytvlegends.org/interviews/people/christopher-lloyd-writer# 

In this interview, Christopher Lloyd, the co-creator of Modern Family talks about the casting 
process for the show. Lloyd talks about how they had certain actors in mind for different parts 
before even opening auditions. For example he talks about how Ed O’Neill was the front-runner 
for Jay Pritchett, the patriarch of the family, because of his “everyday manliness” that is mirrored 
in the show. This is important because it shows how the creators took the actor’s normal 
characteristics into consideration to have the most accurate portrayal in their show. Both Levitan 
and Lloyd wanted actors who could bring an authenticity to the table in order to make the show 
like a true documentary of modern family life. I will use what Lloyd said in this interview to 
reinforce my argument that each of the male characters in Modern Family is supposed to present 
a different type of masculinity. By using this interview, my claims will be more credible than if I 
had no information to support them. I can also apply another side to my argument that the 
masculinities in Modern Family are true to masculinities in society, which is seen by the intricate 
casting process to ensure that different types of males are represented.   
 


