
The Writing Wolverine 

How does a woman from the small town of Bangor, Maine end up at a big school like the 

University of Michigan? For U of M alumni, Judith Rochelle, she wanted to get away so badly 

that she opened up a map, closed her eyes and placed her finger down on Ann Arbor, Michigan. 

Although it is not a very traditional way to go about school searching, Rochelle learned to make 

Ann Arbor her home. Like many Wolverines, Rochelle did so by finding activities on campus. “I 

loved being able to go on the Diag and see all of the activity like there is now, with the student 

organizations and things,” Rochelle said. “I played intramural volleyball, I was in a sorority, 

Delta Phi Epsilon, so I participated in the sorority activities, and I was in a lot of study groups.” 

Rochelle, who was studying English and History from 1954-56 and 1963-65, taking time off to 

get married and have children, wanted to pursue a career in journalism. Naturally, she turned to 

the Michigan Daily where she was the first female sports reporter on the staff. Rochelle 

commented on her experience, “I loved working on the Michigan Daily, that probably stands out 

in my mind more than anything. I loved being on the Daily, it’s a great experience and great 

training for me.”      

 After graduating in 1965, Rochelle focused her attention on a career in public relations, working 

for public television stations, local musicians and different special events, like store openings. In 

the late 1970s, Rochelle and her husband moved to Florida to benefit his health. After her 

husband passed away, Rochelle began working for public relations departments at different 

universities. All the while, Rochelle was working as a stringer for five weekly newspapers. 

Rochelle explained, “A stringer is an independent reporter, you’re not on salary you’re hired on 

contract and you’re paid by the column inch. And so we had a number of weekly newspapers 

that were all owned by the same publications company.” She continued, “It was exciting too, I 

mean I got to cover things like school board meetings, and city council meetings and county 

commission meetings.” Rochelle mentioned one of her favorite stories she covered, “I got to do a 

feature on Christmas for the newspaper with my twins, I took them Christmas shopping and they 

had a photographer follow me around.” 

 

Once she remarried and relocated to Texas in the early 2000s, Rochelle delved into a new 

endeavor, writing erotic romance novels. Rochelle began her writing ventures thinking that 



mystery was going to be her genre. However, after being stuck three chapters into a novel, 

Rochelle looked elsewhere. “I ordered a book from the Mystery Guild, a Romantic Suspense by 

Linda Howard called Cry No More, and it still has a profound affect on me and I thought ‘this is 

what I want to write,’” Rochelle said. “I sat down and wrote that first book, 89,000 words, in a 

week.” 

 

Although she tore through the writing process, Rochelle made sure to have her critique group go 

through the novel. Even with this advisory step, Rochelle’s first book did not see the light of day 

for a while. “I of course thought I had a Pulitzer Prize winner, but the publishing world rejected 

it 137 times, it took 5 years to polish it up enough to get it sold,” Rochelle said. “In the meantime 

I kept writing because they said that’s what you’ve got to do, just keep writing, don’t sit around 

and wait.” 

 

Throughout the years, Rochelle continued to pump out manuscripts under the pen name Desiree 

Holt, and has found great success. Rochelle has become such a staple in the romance novel genre 

that she has even led conventions. She commented, “I have reached the point in my career where 

I have been asked either to lead or serve on a lot of panels [at conferences] and I’m a featured 

speaker at three conferences next year.” 

 

Between her traveling to different conferences, Rochelle finds solace in reading; she possesses 

an impressive 2,000 eBooks on her iPad alone. Rochelle also considers herself a football fanatic, 

spending her fall weekends in front of the television watching games from sun-up on Saturday to 

sundown on Sunday. Finally, Rochelle recollects fondly about her time spent at Michigan, as it is 

where she cultivated her dreams to become a writer. She gave a piece of advice to all 

Wolverines, “I encourage everybody to follow their dreams, I don’t care how absurd somebody 

tells you it is or how difficult, if it’s your dream and you believe in yourself you should pursue it 

because if you don’t you’ll never realize it.”   

 

  

 

 


