
Bye-Bye, Bunyan. 

An in-state rivalry football game is made that much sweeter when the two teams are ranked 

consecutively in AP polls. This was the case for the 2013 matchup between the 23rd-ranked 

University of Michigan Wolverines and the 24th-ranked Michigan State University Spartans. 

This game was seen as the defining moment of the season for the Spartans, who, up until 

November 2nd, had not faced challenging competition in the Big Ten Conference. The Spartans 

rose to the occasion, however, and defeated the Wolverines 29-6.  

Venturing back into the archives, the memorable statistic about the 2012 UM vs. MSU game was 

that Michigan was unable to score a touchdown. Rather, the Wolverines snapped the four-year 

losing streak, winning back the Paul Bunyan Trophy, solely off of field goals. Their attempts at 

Spartan Stadium in 2013 to do the same failed. While the Wolverines were able to move the ball 

down the field, they were unable to convert on third downs, having to settle for field goals. Case 

in point, on the Wolverines opening drive, they carried the ball 54 yards down the field but were 

forced to send out Engineering junior Matt Wile to kick a 49-yard field goal.  

Although the Wolverines scored first, the Spartans retaliated with a field goal of their own tying 

the game at 3 all. MSU then held Michigan to a three-and-out series, which set up for another 

Spartan field goal. The Wolverines bounced back after a 57-yard drive but were stopped in the 

Red Zone. LSA fifth-year senior Brendan Gibbons came out onto the field for a 39-yard field 

goal attempt, in which the ball knocked off of the right upright barely making it through. MSU 

was not satisfied with going into the half tied 6-6, and pushed 75-yards down the field scoring 

the first touchdown of the game with 23 seconds left before heading into the locker room. 

The Wolverines would be held scoreless for the rest of the game. During kickoff and punt 

returns, Michigan got pinned deep in their own territory on the 19, 7 and 10-yard line 

respectively. There were glimmers of hope, like when MSU quarterback Connor Cook was 

picked off by LSA junior and Defensive Back Raymon Taylor. But the Spartan defense smashed 

this hope into the ground, along with graduate student and Quarterback Devin Gardner, who was 

sacked three consecutive times in the following series. 

When MSU had the ball, they marched down the field, exhausting the Wolverine defense. The 

Spartans went up 22-6 after having scored a field goal and a touchdown but having the extra 



point blocked by LSA redshirt freshman and Defensive Tackle Willie Henry. The blocking of the 

extra point added some momentum to the Wolverines who took the ball down the field to the 

MSU 20-yard line. Gardner rushed on a 4th and 1 to gain the first down. On the same drive, with 

6:23 left in the game, MSU Cornerback Darqueze Dennard intercepted Gardner’s pass on the 

three-yard line, leading to the Spartan’s final touchdown, setting the score at 29-6. 

Some tried and true Michigan students braved the 40-degree temperature, the downpour of rain 

and the hostile environment of Spartan Stadium. LSA junior Taylor Seaton commented on the 

environment, saying, “I found it fun to bond with fellow Michigan fans but the State fans were 

hostile, including people who weren't even students. State’s students took to personally insulting 

the group of Michigan people around us.”          

The atmosphere of the game, along with Michigan’s lackluster performance showed that maybe 

the 2013 in-state rivalry game was not one for the books. The Wolverines will look to reclaim 

the Paul Bunyan trophy in the 2014 matchup, which is to take place again at Spartan Stadium. 

    


