
Re-purposing Author’s Note 

The original genre of this piece was an academic content analysis essay for a Communication 

Studies class. The purpose was to examine a television show for representations of masculinity 

and I chose the show Modern Family. My GSI and professor who graded my essay were the 

intended audience. For my re-purposed project I wrote the piece as a GQ magazine article, which 

made my voice more casual and conversational than a piece of academic writing. My purpose 

and audience go hand in hand for the re-purposed project; I wanted to reach the young male adult 

audience (out of college, fresh into the real world) who read GQ magazine, and inform them 

about different forms of masculinity. According to their demographics, GQ is read by 

predominantly metrosexual males who would benefit from hearing how a variety of 

masculinities are replacing the hegemonic norm.  

The biggest challenge I faced in the repurposing of my essay was incorporating research. It’s 

hard to take an essay that has a good amount of citations and work them into a men’s magazine 

article for the sake of keeping the reader interested and to keep the reading manageable. Because 

I wanted to focus more on the content and character analysis, it’s difficult to strike the balance 

between hard research (if I even need it) and the actual analysis.  

As of right now, this is definitely just a draft. I wrote down all of my ideas in some order— 

although it might not be great —but I think I have all I want to say in terms of the content 

analysis completed. Now it’s just figuring out how much of my analysis or work of others do I 

need to incorporate into my own article. I feel confident with my character analyses and 

explaining the ways in which the men vary in their masculinities, and I also like my spread so 

far. I just want someone else to see where I could clear things up. I’ve obviously written papers 

about hegemonic masculinity before, so I don’t know what would be best to include research-

wise for it to make sense or have a strong resonation with an audience of young adult men in a 

magazine format.    


